7% " Camden &,5&45 ”

Oct/Nov ‘04 Newsletter of Camden Cycling Campaign

Editor: Jean Dollimore

Web site at: www.camdencyclists.org.uk
Mailing list: CamdenCyclingCampaign-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Dates for your diary

Meetings: October 11th and November 8th

In the Castlehaven Community Centre, Hawley Street,
NW1 at 7.30 pm on the second Monday of each month.
Y ou can bring your bike inside.

Mon 8th November: talk by Patrick Field

Patrick Field of the London School of Cycling will givea
talk at the November meeting at 7.45. Title:

An exit strategy for the 20th Century

Patrick Field was a founder member of LCC, living in
Camden at the time. Over ten years ago, he started the
London School of Cycling, the first commercial
organisation in the modern era for teaching people to ride
bikes. We look forward to hearing much more about
cycling than just how to balance a two-wheeler.

Cycling image on the up?

The finishing stage of the reinstated Tour of Britain took
place in London on 5th September with a circuit starting in
Whitehall, going along the Victoria Embankment, past the
London Eye and Big Ben and ending in Whitehall. The event
was reported to be well attended with crowds two to three
deep all round the circuit.

The day after the event, the Guardian carried a leader
promoting the benefits of cycling and referring to a report
that in some parts of the country 80% of young people would
rather go cycling than play football.

Transport for London say they are hoping that the popularity
of this event has improved their chance of hosting a stage of
the Tour de France in 2007.

Meanwhile, back in Camden, Stafano Casalotti and James
Brander attended a meeting with LB Camden to plan a
campaign to reduce pavement cycling. Stage 1 is to produce a
leaflet that promotes cycling and reminds cyclists of their
responsibility to pedestrians. Members are asked to compete
in contributing a slogan to be used in the leaflet - a free CCC
tee-shirt is offered for the best one. Please let Stafano have
your suggestions (contact details at the end of the newsletter).

LCN+ Route 5

LCN+ route 5 is intended to follow the route of the A5
between Kilburn and Burnt Oak. Brent council and Babtie
consultants are planning this cycle route. Camden, Brent and
Barnet LCC were invited to participate. David Arditti
attended the pre-CRIM (cycle route implementation meeting)
on behalf of CCC. He presented his report to this meeting.

David's report emphasises the unsuitability of the A5 and in
particular its junction with the North Circular Road for a

CRIM participants wonder what to do about the North Circular Road

cycle route and proposes a radical alternative for the route.

David presented his ideas to CCC members at the August
meeting, which was surprisingly well attended. Members
must have felt that the route will be important for Camden
cyclists, even though it will have only a short length in
Camden — on the border with Brent along Kilburn High Road.

David proposes a route to the west of the A5, using minor
roads through Cricklewood, paths in Gladstone Park and the
current LCN route on minor roads through Dallis Hill. He
suggests a new crossing of the North Circular Road near the
current pedestrian bridge next to Neasden Recreation Ground.
A new link would be needed to cross the dam at the end of
Brent reservoir. The remainder of the route is via parks and
minor roads in the Kingsbury area. A map of the route and the
full text of David' s report can be found on our new website at
www.camdencyclists.org.uk — search for route 5.

The CRIM involved an all day walk along the A5 following
the officially proposed route. David and | were pleased to hear
that the Babtie people had aready ridden David's proposed
aternative route. By the end of the day, | got the general
feeling that most people, including Babtie, the LCN+ people
and probably even Dawit Worku (the Brent officer who started
it al) didn’t have much hope of getting a safe and effective
cycle route along the A5. Finally, the Babtie people said their
next report would present options, one of them being David's
route. But there isa danger that the machinery set up may just
grind on to produce a useless route from aridiculous CRIM.

Photos needed for the new website

Our webmaster, Andrew Conway plans to put a new photo on
the website’s home page each month. He would like members
to send him attractive cycling related photographs to
webmaster @camdencyclists.org.uk.



Casualty figures by local authorities

The Department for Transport has published statistics on road
casualties, giving a list for each English Local Authority.
They are available on the web at: www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/
groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats 027428.hcsp

They include tables giving the figures for 2002 compared
with the average for 1994-98, for each London Borough. My
extracts show the figures for Camden and nearby boroughs.

K'SI casualties child figures in brackets

94-98 2002 : % change
‘Camden 251, (25) 231, (17) . -8 (31)
‘Westminster | 408, (23) ¢ 337, (22): 4A7,(3)
Yslingion |7 184, (18) + 175, (16)" 5, (13)
‘Hackney | 211,39 172, (20)" A8, (ag)
owr Hamlets| 186, (27) + 151 '('1'2')' 19 (56) -

This indicates a big improvement for young people in
Camden, but is no better than some of our near neignbours.
KSI Casualties by road user type cars, buses etc. omitted

Camden pedestrian pedal cycle total
2002 91 28 : 231
1994-8 105 181 T

Finally, TfL reports for the first quarter of 2004 that
pedestrian casualtiesdecreased by 13%; pedal cyclist casualties
decreased by 15%; powered two-wheeler casualties saw an
overall decrease of 14%, whilst fatalities decreased by 25%;

and car occupant casualties saw an overall decrease of 11%.

Conference on cycling to work

Asthe CCC committee is considering a project to encourage
cycling to work in Camden, Andrew Conway attended the
conference on promoting cycling in the workplace, held at
Nottingham Univeristy and hosted by Hugh McLintock.
Andrew’s illustrated report on the is on the website at:
www.camdencyclists.org.uk/newsitems/featur es/notts0904
Andrew’s overview states. seventy five delegates turned up
from all over the UK, with one attendee from Dublin. The
focus of the day was very much around cycling and travel
plans, and targeted primarily at planners and cycling officers.
The majority of delegates were from this council or that, with
only one other campaigner from a struggling group in Derby.
| wasvery interested in hearing how cycling in the workplace
has been promoted in a range of circumstances, and also
hearing feedback on the ideas I've discussed with Stefano.
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Report on Mayer Hillman’s talk
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Mayer Hillman presented his radical ideas to our members
meeting on 13th September. He warned usthat our planet has
a finite capacity for absorbing greenhouse gases and that the
seriousness of the current situation is emphasised by the
recent incidence of floods, hurricanes, big waves and icecap
melting. All of these changes are attributable to human
activity. Mayer emphasised often during the talk that carbon
rationing is the only way forward and that this should use the
principle of contraction and convergence - contraction of
greenhouse gases and convergence to equal rations.

Mayer emphasised the exponential rate of growth of carbon
dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere from 280 parts per million
(ppm) before the industrial revolution to 370ppm now. The
government’s target of 60% reduction of emissions by 2050
is inadequate and their ceiling of 550ppm istoo high.

Concerning rationing — average CO2 emission in the UK is
currently 10 tonnes per person — it should be reduced to a
little over one tonne. A flight from London to New York
would be three year's ration. Tourism would change and the
Olympic Games would no longer be possible. Mayer believes
we will have rationing within a few years; the initial ration
should be introduced at the current globa average and then
decreased each year to the necessary level. Trading will be
allowed and costs will depend on demand and availability.

This is where cycling comes in - many more will choose to
cycle. The carbon costs of motorised transport will ruleit out.
People will become carbon literate. Mayer says it is hard
luck if you can't travel. If we don't accept equal rations then
others will get less and we will wittingly destroy the planet.

The discussion addressed i ssuesincluding the need for popular
support for rationing and the possible use of nuclear power,
which Mayer rules out. Finally, Mayer said there should be
no half measures - there's no time for consensus building.

How We Can Save the Planet by Mayer Hillman with Tina
Fawcett is published by Penguin, priced £7.99.
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