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Vision for the Theobalds - Clerkenwell cycle route

The west-east route between the Bloomsbury and Old Street roundabout has for a long time
been one of the most popular although it has virtually no infrastructure to make it safer or
more convenient for cycling. The London Cycling Census in April 2013 showed the following

proportion of cyclists in the traffic:

AM westbound peak PM eastbound peak

64% Theobalds Road 53% Theobalds Road

59% Clerkenwell Road 50% Clerkenwell Road
49% Old Street 46% Old Street

The TfL consultation on the Grid in December 2013 said the following:

... the Theobald’s Road - Clerkenwell Road - Old Street corridor from Holborn to Old Street roundabout is one of the most heavily-
cycled routes in London (more than 50 per cent of the westbound traffic in the morning peak is bicycles, and 64 per cent at the
western end). However, it is busy with other traffic and there is no quiet side-street to use as an alternative route. Fully-segregated
cycle tracks will also be difficult here because of the narrowness of the road and the large numbers of bus stops along it. The three
councils responsible for the area — Camden, Islington and Hackney — and TfL will undertake a study into how cycle facilities can be

safely implemented on this corridor and to address the impacts of traffic. No options have been ruled in or out.

@johnstreetdales j.dales@urbanmovement.co.uk



I\S\

i

|| still be 100 muc

AT

h motor traffic.

_

@johnstreetdales



Characteristics - motor flows

From April 2013 cycling census

* Motor flow >> 2000 PCUs per day Motors Tam - 10pm

16000

— it must be reduced below that 12000
level for sharing the road -
e Buses alone: “

— Theobalds Road buses are too oS Gememe
numerous for sharing the road

o

— Bloomsbury Way has even more .. e
routes than Theobalds Road ot
* the excess EB routes need to be 700
relocated onto the roads where the - j .
WB ones run .
. Old Street Clerkenwell Theobalds
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How much space is there?
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Opportunities

 After allocating road space for buses, cycles, local
access and delivery

* Space will be left for bus stops, loading

 and for important “extras’, e.g.
* seating, tables
* plants, trees

* We can do much more than just remove the blight of
motor traffic and make space for cycling...
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The challenges

* Doing major junction improvements e.g.
—Southampton Row and Grays Inn Road (in Camden)

* Deciding how best to use the space gained from
traffic reduction

* Dealing with bus stops, buses and passengers
* Making a consistent “boulevard” from end to end
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Just imagine!
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Add some buses and bikes Add a zebra crossing U '

Add a bus sto
P Add trees and plants

Add some people
Add tables and chairs
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Our Vision for Theobalds Road - Clerkenwell Road

We invited John Dales (Urban Movement) to carry out the visioning work. This is based on the following:

* a consistent treatment of the roads with a single motor lane in each direction and separated space for cycling in 2m wide track on
each side of the road;

* the existing bus routes to remain on this alignment but other motor traffic to be reduced to a minimum to improve air quality and to
improve bus services;

* island bus stops where the road is sufficiently wide;

* simple junctions with straight-across pedestrian crossings on all arms; and without islands separating flows of motors.
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T h 0 Metre Ribbono

Footway | 2m Track | 3m Lane | 3m Lane | 2m Track | Footway
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43m
Sidewalk

4.3
4.3

43m
Sidewalk
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