
George Coulouris <george@coulouris.net>, Camden Cyclists IWB, 27 July 2021

Bus stops on cycle tracks: 
How can we make them comfortable for all?

In Camden there are already 36 bus stops adjacent to protected cycle tracks, with 
more to come. Their design presents a few problems. Further ideas may be needed 

to make them comfortable for everyone.   
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Design options
1. Bypass (aka floating bus stop), 20 in Camden – example  PoW Rd WB 

○ 2.5 m island plus 1.5-2 metres for each protected track (shelter goes on the island)
– total 5.5 - 6.5 m needed on a 2-way road

○ Zebra–marked pedestrian access route, dropped kerbs, tactile paving

2. SUBB (Shared Use Bus Boarder), 12 in Camden – examples PoW Rd EB, St P. Way
○ within the width of the protected track (shelter stays on the footway)

– total 4 m needed on a 2-way road 

3. No provision (‘ride-round’), 4 in Camden – examples Haverstock Hill, Farringdon Rd SB
○ cycles wait or ride around bus. An extra-wide bus lane or prominent cycle logos can be 

provided as mitigations. 
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Design options
Bypass (aka floating bus 
stop), 20 in Camden – 

○ 2.5 m island plus 1.5-2 
metres for each protected 
track (shelter goes on the 
island)
– total 5.5 - 6.5 m needed 
on a 2-way road

○ Zebra–marked pedestrian 
access route, dropped 
kerbs, tactile paving
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Design options
SUBB (Shared Use Bus 
Boarder), 12 in Camden – 
examples PoW Rd EB, St P. Way

a. within the width of the 
protected track (shelter stays 
on the footway)
– total 4 m needed on a 
2-way road 
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Design options
No provision (‘ride-round’), 4 in 
Camden – examples Haverstock Hill, 

Farringdon Rd SB
○ cycles wait or ride around 

bus. An extra-wide bus lane 
or prominent cycle logos can 
be provided as mitigations. 
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Design issues
● Some cyclists appear unaware that pedestrians have priority

● Passengers getting off may be unaware of cycle track

● Boarding passengers may cross track without looking (e.g. 
hurrying when bus is already at stop)

● Navigation for partially sighted people
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SUBBs
SUBBs may be problematic where:

● The buses are frequent 
● The stop is heavily used/crowded
● The stop is on a downhill cycle track

Collisions at SUBBs could lead to a 
widespread reappraisal of them. Some 
boroughs already refuse to consider 
using them.

SUBB on York Way 8



SUBB signals:
An idea to make 
SUBBs safer

Place a low-level flashing warning 
signal or sign at the start of the SUBB. 

The sign/signal to be controlled by a 
bus-sensing mechanism.

Possible mechanisms:
1. A vehicle sensing loop
2. Camera + vision software 

recognising stationary bus 
3. A beacon on the bus signalling 

when the bus is stopping (and 
when doors are closed)

9



SUBB signals: 
Issues

1. Significant delays for cyclists
2. Relatively high cost
3. No legal framework at present
4. If the idea is adopted, it would be 

difficult to limit its use to 
high-conflict SUBBs only. 

SUBB on York Way
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Is it worth pursuing?

Comments please.
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Standards
Our Bus stops on Cycle Routes in Camden web page includes summaries and links to all the 
following relevant documents:

● DfT Cycle Infrastructure Design (LTN-1/20 July 2020) 
● Accessible Bus Stop Design Guidance TfL (2017). Here (pdf).
● Shared use Bus Boarders Design Guidance written by Camden following discussion with 

TfL. Here (pdf). 

As well as a map showing all Bus stops on Cycle Routes in Camden

(https://camdencyclists.org.uk/camden/camden-data-maps/bus-stops-on-cycle-routes-in-camde
n/)
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Other images
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