
 Camden Cycling Campaign 
 28th June 2022 

 To:  safetravel@camden.gov.uk  and Katie Dickson 

 Proposed permanent changes to lower Kilburn High Road 

 This response to the consultation on the above proposals from Camden Council is 
 from Camden Cycling Campaign, the local borough group of London Cycling 
 Campaign. We represent the interests of cyclists living or working in Camden and 
 aim to expand the opportunities for all to cycle safely in the borough. We have 
 discussed this consultation by email and at our meeting on 20th June. 

 Although we think that the measures make a positive difference to people cycling 
 and walking we think they do not go nearly far enough. Without further measures, 
 Kilburn High Road will remain a hostile place for Active Travel and will fall far short of 
 the requirements of Gear Change and Vision Zero. 

 We have made a video of a walk through lower Kilburn High Road starting 
 southbound and then returning northbound. We refer to this throughout our 
 response.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uoRhITEd1M 

 Context 
 There is an urgent need for a north-south cycle route in the west of Camden – West 
 End Lane is too narrow and Finchley Road would depend on TfL. And, in any case, 
 Finchley Road is too far away to be a useful alternative. Therefore an alignment 
 along Kilburn High Road is an essential choice. The lower end currently under 
 discussion varies between 12m and 13.5 m in width – wide enough for two 2m cycle 
 lanes and two 3.15m motor lanes. 
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 Map 1 shows part of Camden’s proposed borough-wide cycle network with proposed 
 primary routes in green and secondary routes in yellow: the Adelaide Road route 
 gets to South Hampstead and the Fitzjohns route to Boundary Road where it meets 
 the Primrose Hill Route (from Elsworthy Road - a signed route already connected to 
 the cycle network in Chalk Farm Road and Prince of Wales Road). 

 Map 2 is extracted from the above map and shown over the OSM cycle map 
 rendering. The broad pink line is the section of Kilburn High Road being consulted 
 on. We have added pink lines to indicate cycle desire lines on Greville Place, 
 Springfield Place and Belsize Road. 

 We ask Camden to aim for reallocation of the space used by motor traffic to space 
 for cycling. In this response we reiterate our points relating to: 

 ●  The completion of a southbound cycle lane. 
 ●  The provision of a full-time northbound bus lane with a view to replacing it with 

 a northbound cycle lane at a later stage. 

 Our response to the earlier consultation 
 We sent in a detailed response to the earlier consultation and our points were listed 
 and responded to in the officer’s report. We are pleased to see the following related 
 improvements: 

 ●  The southbound cycle lane between Greville Road and Kilburn Priory will be 
 made mandatory and ‘any time’. 

 ●  Springfield Lane will be closed to motor vehicles at Kilburn High Road (KHR) 
 and made two way. 

 ●  Right-turn pockets will be provided for cyclists at the crossing by Kilburn Park 
 Road. 
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 However, the southbound cycle lane between Greville Road and Kilburn Priory 
 (video 4 - 6mins) should be  2m wide and protected,  e.g. by flexible bollards (or 
 better stepped tracks), which can be omitted (or ramped) when passing the taxi 
 parking area outside the Marriott Hotel. 

 CCC’s requests that were deferred or rejected – officer’s response 
 in italics 
 Southbound cycle lane between Springfield Lane and Greville Road  (video 
 3:30-4 mins  )  : 

 The inclusion of a southbound cycle lane between Springfield Lane and Greville 
 Road would require the removal of the traffic island at the zebra crossing between 
 Greville Road and Oxford Road, and/or the conversion of this crossing to pedestrian 
 operated signals. This would require the approval of TfL Buses as the crossing is 
 over 11 metres wide and would impact on bus journey times. Further consideration of 
 this idea can be undertaken as part of the wider scheme. 

 We acknowledge that the traffic island would need to be removed. However, 
 Camden Council has removed traffic islands from zebra crossings in order to make 
 room for cycle lanes in other recent schemes e.g. Prince of Wales Road and 
 Haverstock Hill. Both of these roads have bus routes and some of these crossings 
 are over 11 metres wide. We ask Camden to expedite this change. 

 Cycle crossings and turnings 
 CC suggest filtering of various side streets and expect consideration to be 
 given as to how to help cyclists make particular manoeuvres including 
 -  Moving between Kilburn Priory and Kilburn Park Road 
 -  Turning right from Cambridge Avenue and crossing into Springfield Lane 
 -  Turning right from Belsize Road. 

 Crossing between Kilburn Priory and Kilburn Park Road  .  This is a useful link 
 between the signed route on Boundary Road and Carlton Vale which has protected 
 cycle lanes. We understand that this is to remain a zebra crossing. 

 We therefore ask Camden to  modify the design of the zebra crossing so as to 
 provide a Tiger crossing. 

 The other two suggestions relate to the junction discussed in the next paragraph. 

 Belsize Road / Cambridge Avenue / Kilburn High Road junction 
 (video 1:30-3:30 mins) 

 Several suggestions are raised in relation to the overall layout of the complex Belsize 
 Road / Cambridge Avenue / Kilburn High Road junction, including enabling 
 cross-road manoeuvres, reducing the number of traffic turning lanes and moving 
 pedestrian crossings. This junction is critical to bus movements north/south along 
 Kilburn High Road, but also using right turns into Belsize Road and Cambridge 
 Avenue. Thus, any changes to this junction would require detailed junction modelling 
 and so cannot be included as part of this trial scheme. However, further work on the 
 impact of these proposals can be considered as part of a more permanent scheme at 
 a later date  . 
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 This junction is crucial to cycle journeys from the east, in particular via: 

 ●  Boundary Road – Greville Road – Springfield Lane (now to be enabled in both 
 directions by the closure of Springfield Lane) 

 ●  Belsize Road 

 The junction is also crucial for cycle journeys from the west e.g. via Cambridge 
 Avenue. 

 This junction suffers from numerous critical failures which make it totally unsuitable 
 for any but the hardiest of cyclists. The design should follow the guidelines in LTN 
 1/20 section 10.3 and aim for a JAT score in which all movements are green. 
 Essential improvements include: 

 ●  Protected cycle lanes on the approach, through the junction and on exit 
 ●  Separation in time to prevent potential left hooks and to enable right turns. 

 Southbound cycle lane between West End Lane and Belsize Road (  video first 
 1:30 mins) : 

 Officers do not recommend reducing the width of the pavement widening between 
 West End Lane and Belsize Road, given the existing volume of pedestrians in the 
 town centre, and the need for additional street furniture and trees in this location. On 
 the other side of Kilburn High Road, the extra wide section of pavement is largely 
 private land within London Borough of Brent. Any reduction in public footway in this 
 section would require negotiations with LB Brent and the private landowner. 

 The previous consultation plan showed footway widening through this section and a 
 mandatory cycle lane leading to the ASL north of Belsize Road.  However the current 
 consultation plan has neither. Our video confirms that there is currently no lead-in 
 lane and apparently no footway widening. We therefore urge Camden to reallocate 
 the road space to a southbound cycle lane through this section. 

 Northbound cycling –  video from 8 mins on 
 All that is currently on offer is a bus lane. Although bus lanes are not considered 
 suitable for use by cyclists of all ages and abilities, they can provide acceptable 
 conditions for many cyclists. 

 In our previous response we suggested that  the bus  lane hours of operation 
 should be 24/7  and that any essential loading bays  should have specified hours so 
 as to prevent parking in the bus lane. 

 The drawings for the permanent scheme show only two loading bays on the 
 northbound side (one on each side of Kilburn Park Road); it seems wrong to 
 compromise the entire stretch of bus lane for the sake of these two bays.  The video 
 was filmed after 4pm when the bus lane was in operation and it was completely free 
 of loading/ parking to the north of the two loading bays (from 9:30 mins on). It also 
 shows both loading and parking in or near to what are supposed to be loading bays, 
 e.g. at 8 to 8:30 mins and at about 9 mins on the video. We therefore believe that it 
 is quite feasible to make the bus lanes 24/7 with timed loading exceptions. 
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 Filtering of side roads 
 The traffic entering Kilburn High Road from side road junctions slows down the 
 buses and creates conflicts with pedestrians and cyclists. That is one of the reasons 
 we are pleased to see the proposal to close Springfield Lane. 

 Additional side roads to consider for filtering are Greville Road, West End Land and 
 Oxford Road. 

 Please acknowledge receipt of this response. We would be very happy to discuss 
 any aspect of our comments; contact details are below. 

 Steve Prowse, John Chamberlain, Jean Dollimore and George Coulouris 
 coordinator@camdencyclists.org.uk 
 Camden Cycling Campaign, Flat 3, 1 Estelle Road, London, NW3 2JX 
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